
Wedding Checklist
12 months+ Before

9-12 months Before 

notes:

notes:

notes:

notes:

Choose a wedding planner  
Choose a wedding theme/Color Scheme
Figure out a budget
Set a wedding date 
Choose Bridal Party 
Choose Ceremony/Reception Venue
Book photographer/Videographer 
Engagement photos 

Select bridal attire/accessories
Select Bridesmaids attire/accessories
Create Guest list
Book Caterer 
Plan Menu
Book DJ/Band/Entertainment
Book a Florist 
Plan Decor options 
Start planning Honeymoon 

6-9 months Before 

Book/Meet with Officiant   
Renew Passports if necessary (honeymoon) 
Finalize Ceremony/Reception Music
Order Save the dates/Invitations
Select drinks for the reception 
hire bartenders/obtain liquor license (if necessary) 
Order decor/accessories
Plan bridal shower 

3 months Before

Select readers for ceremony (if applicable)
Purchase gifts for bridal party/family
Finalize details for Ceremony 
Create seating chart and name cards 
Arrange wedding insurance 
Check requirements for marriage license
Discuss and plan rehearsal dinner
Send out invitations 



Wedding Checklist
3 months Before (cont.)

1 month Before

notes:

notes:

notes:

notes:

inalize details with all vendors
Finalize accommodations for guests
Have Bridal Shower

Obtain marriage license
Keep track of invitations/RSVPs
Have final fitting for wedding gown 
Make up/Hair trials 
Create wedding timeline
Have bridesmaids attend final fittings 
Bachelorette/Bachelor Party 

1-2 Weeks Before 

Pick up gown/bridesmaids dresses
Confirm all transportation 
Confirm RSVPs and call anyone who has not responded 
Confirm arrangements with vendors 
Inform caterer of final numbers 
Create emergency kit of wedding day 
Spa treatments/appointments 
Pack for honeymoon  

Day Before 

Rehearsal and Rehearsal dinner 
Give gifts to attendants/parents/Bridesmaids
Oversee set up of reception space  (planner)
Make sure all wedding attire is good to go

Day of Wedding

Hair and Makeup 
Dress & Bridesmaids dresses put on
Groom gives license and rings to Best Man
Make sure flowers have been delivered (planner)
Be Happy, Get Married, and Enjoy your Reception! 



Wedding Party Responsibilities
Maid of Honor

Assists bride in choosing a wedding gown  
Helps the bride select bridesmaids' attire 
Helps address invitations and place cards
Attends as many prenuptial events as possible/needed 
Keeps running list of gifts at shower/wedding and attendees for thank you
cards 
Organize bridesmaids' gifts to the bride. 
Make sure all bridal party participants are at fittings/ events and on time
Attends rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
Hosts bridal shower and/or bachelorette party for bride 
Walks in processional and recessional 
Holds the groom's wedding ring during ceremony
Arranges the bridal veil and train before processional/recessional. (Continues
to assist with bridal gown throughout the day and during pictures)
Prepare beforehand and give speech at reception following best man
Witnesses marriage certificate signatures
Helps keep the bridal party on schedule 
Typically pays for own wedding attire



Organize bachelor party for groom 
Organize groomsmen/ushers' gifts to groom. 
Attends wedding rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
Assists groom with getting ready for ceremony and reception, staying on
schedule
Assures groomsmen/ushers are dressed and on time for designated
responsibilities
Helps seat bride/groom's grandparents and mothers at ceremony
Makes sure Groom's expenses are taken care of and delivered 
Makes sure marriage license is with groom and ready to be signed 
Stands at alter or front of ceremony next to groom
Holds onto bride's wedding ring
Walks with maid of honor in recessional
Witnesses signing of marriage license by bride and groom 
Delivers speech and toasts the newlyweds just before dinner
Dances with bridal party and family at reception
Assists in getting groom ready for honeymoon, including taking care of his tux
and accessories, returning them to the rental place next day if need be. 
Helps coordinate and decorate a car for bride and groom to leave at the end of
their reception  

Best Man



Assist bride and Maid of Honor with any requests and additional
responsibilities 
Attend prenuptial events 
Assist with bride with bridal shower/bachelorette party 
Runs errands for bride 
Contribute to bridesmaid gift, as well as, gives additional gift to couple on
their own.
Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner 
Arrive to all appointments, parties, pictures, etc. on time. 
Walk in processional and walk out in recessional with accompanying
groomsmen
Dance with bridal party and family members
Help gather guests (along with DJ) for first dance, cake cutting, and bouquet
toss.
Participate in bouquet toss
Looks after family members/guests if necessary
Pays for own wedding attire
Helps Best Man and Maid of Honor decorate bride/groom's end of the night
car. 
Hosts or Coordinates post wedding brunch for couple (Optional)

Bridesmaids



Formal wear paid and/or rented by fmaily. Coordinates with wedding party.
Attends rehearsal and rehearsal dinner (if kid friendly. May receive gift from
bride/groom for participating in wedding). 
Carries rings (or ceremonial sample rings) on cushion or dressed up pillow.
Rings are generally fastened to pillow with thin thread to avoid getting lost.
Best man collects them from ring bearer at right moment.
Walks with flower girl in the recession following bride and groom. 

Flower Girl

Dress and flower girl accessories paid for by family
Attends rehearsal and rehearsal dinner (if kid friendly)
Walks in procession alone just before bride, carrying basket of flower petals
May scatter flower petals along aisle-way (if old enough to do so). or instead,
May hold miniature version of bridesmaid bouquet.
Walks with ring-bearer in recession directly behind bride and groom

Ring Bearer



Participate in and contribute to Bachelor party thrown by Best Man
Contribute to gift for groom and gives gift of their own to couple 
Attends rehearsal and rehearsal dinner 
Greets guests as they arrive to ceremony
Understands where guests are to be seated at ceremony and properly escort
guests to their seats with right arm (when assisting women) and walking on the
left side when assisting men. 
Help with aisle runner once guests are seated, if necessary
Makes sure they are properly dressed in appropriate attire on time.  
Help with bridal party pictures and stands for them.
Remove ceremony decorations once guests have cleared ceremony area.
Help put ceremony room properly back together, if necessary
Ushers assist guests with directions to the reception
Dance with bridal party and family members
Look after elderly relatives and family, if necessary 
Gather single men and participate in garter toss, if applicable 
Help Best Man coordinate tux and groomsmen accessory returns for the next
day. 
Pay for own wedding attire

Groomsmen/Ushers



Assists bride in creating wedding guest list
Contributes towards bride/groom's wedding budget (sometimes)
Assists bride in wedding gown and accessory shopping
Assists with venue and vendor selection (sometimes)
Helps with specific ceremony traditions, such as, in terms of religious or
ethnic specifics
Pays for and picks out mother of the bride attire (can correlate with mother of
the groom)
Helps Maid of Honor/bridesmaids host wedding/bridal shower
Assists bride with dress, accessories, etc. on wedding day
Escorted into ceremony by best man
Walks out in recession with her husband after bridal party
Sits at honored table with parents or special family (may also be announced at
reception with husband)
Helps with coordinating vendors day of (sometimes)
Coordinates post-wedding brunch (Optional)

Mother of the Bride

Father of the Bride

Assists with venue selection and planning decisions
Contributes to wedding budget
Rents own formal wear that coordinates with wedding party 
Helps arrange or assists with transportation from ceremony to reception 
Partakes in first look pictures with bride
Assists bride and travels with her to ceremony
Walks bride down the aisle and gives her away to groom 
Walks out in recession with mother of the bride
Sits at honored table with parents/special family. (May be announced at
wedding reception with wife). 
Offers welcome speech (if paying for wedding)
Gives a small toast to newlyweds after speeches 
Dances with bride for special father/daughter dance 
Assists with paying vendors or handing out any payments on behalf of couple. 



May throw an engagement party for bride/groom 
Coordinates with bride and mother of the bride on wedding plans (i.e site
selection, vendors, etc.
May help contribute to wedding budget
Assists bride and groom with forming of guest lists and gather addresses for
invitations 
Offers any special ethnic or religious family traditions to incorporate into
wedding 
May attend wedding dress shopping with bride if they are close 
Coordinates with mother of the bride and chooses/pays for own wedding attire 
Plans, hosts, and pays for rehearsal dinner with husband 
Included in recession behind bride's parents and is escorted by her husband
Sits at honored table with parents or special family and may be announced 
Dances with son for mother/son dance 
Attends post wedding brunch if one is planned and coordinated by mother of
the bride

Mother of the Groom 

Father of the Groom

May help host engagement party for bride and groom 
May help contribute to wedding budget
Helps with planning details (i.e. guest list, venue selection, etc.)
Coordinates with bridal party and rents own formal wear
Plans, hosts, and pays for rehearsal dinner
May transports groom and best man to ceremony
Walks in recession line with wife after bride's parents 
Sits at honored table with parents/family and may be announced with wife
May toast the newlyweds after speeches
May assist with final bills with venue and vendors
May assist with transportation or gift payment for bar or alcohol supply


